
Our Science Curriculum  

Intent of the Science Curriculum 

Through our high quality CLICK curriculum we intend to develop children’s understanding of the world around them whilst also acquiring and developing 

specific skills and knowledge.  This will enable children to think scientifically, to gain an understanding of scientific processes and also an understanding of the 

uses and implications of Science, today and for the future.  Learning in science is taught through systematic investigations of the physical, chemical and 

biological aspects of their lives.  Through investigative science we intend for pupils at Netherhall Infant School to continue to deepen their respect for the 

natural world around them and all its phenomena while also increasing their care and appreciation of it.   We aim to foster and develop our pupils’ curiosity in 

the subject and ensure our curriculum provides children with the key skills to reach their potential in learning.  

All children are encouraged to develop and use a range of skills including making observations, planning and investigating, while also being encouraged to 

question the world around them and become independent learners in exploring possible answers for their scientific based questions.  Specialist vocabulary for 

topics is taught and built up, and effective questioning to communicate ideas is encouraged. 

Our milestone document is carefully thought out to include the statutory components of the national curriculum to ensure all children are progressing in their 

own learning journey throughout our schools. 

Implementation of the Science Curriculum 

  



 

 



 

  



 



 



 

  



 



 

  



Local links/Inspiration /Enrichment activities  

Nursery – owl visit, pets at home visit, meet a creature visit- bugs and beatles, ugly bug ball 

Reception – Visit to the farm, seasonal days, Penguin day- to launch blue penguin -ice experiments, tiger day,visit to cliffe house, growing day, 

Year 1- Animal visit 

Year 2-Walk to Tolson gardens  

Key Stage 1 Statements taken from National Curriculum –(Statutory Requirements) 

Pupils should be taught about:  

Working Scientifically KS1 

 asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways  

 observing closely, using simple equipment 

 performing simple tests  

 identifying and classifying  

 using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions  

 gathering and recording data to help in answering questions 

Year 1 

 identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees 

 identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including trees  

 identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals  

 identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores  

 describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, including pets)  

 identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body is associated with each sense 

 distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made  

 identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock  

 describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials  

 compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple physical properties.  

 observe changes across the four seasons  

 observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies. 

Year 2 

 explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have never been alive  

 identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how 

they depend on each other  

 identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including microhabitats  

 describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different sources of food.  

 observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants  

 find out and describe how plants need water, light and a suitable temperature to grow and stay healthy.  

 notice that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults  

 find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival (water, food and air)  

 describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of different types of food, and hygiene.  

 identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses  

 find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching. 

Statements taken from National Curriculum – Spoken Language (Literacy) (Statutory Requirements) 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 Listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

 Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 



 Use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

 Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

 Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

 Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to comments 

 Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and 

 debates 

 Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

 

Impact of the Science Curriculum 

Through working through our Science curriculum pupils will have a developed understanding of the world around them and be able to comment on scientific 

aspects such as how the world works. Children will build on the scientific foundations set in nursery throughout their time at Netherhall Infant School.  By the end 

of Year 2 they will become increasingly independent in science, selecting their own tools and materials, completing pupil lead investigations and choosing 

their own strategies for recording.  Children will make good progress in Science after following our high quality curriculum which has clear steps showing 

progression.   

Pupils will have gained a wide range of scientific vocabulary and be able to use this while giving scientific explanations.  Pupils will also have develop their 

questioning and enquiry skills and use these when exploring the wider world.  Our Science curriculum will enable children to develop a love for learning 

Science and continue their scientific journey throughout their lives.  

In addition, we will measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods: 

- Regularly assessed pieces of work, using the milestones documents. 

- Opportunities for the children to look back at their own learning within their CLICK books to show their understanding. 

- Pupil voice discussions with senior leadership to allow children to express their learning and experiences. 

-Termly tracking on internal target tracker system.  

 


